The Pope and Spain
foot and his hand. The Queen was conducted to her
throne and the King read the address of homage in
Spanish, was then embraced by His Holiness and was
conducted to his throne. After all had taken their due
places His Holiness replied in Italian, subsequently
giving the Apostolic Benediction. His Holiness then
passed to his private apartment. Cardinal Vannutelli
presented to their Majesties the members of the Sacred
College. Their Majesties were then accompanied into
the Holy Father's apartment and were received by him
at the door of the private study, in which took place
their private audience.
Next came the visit to the Cardinal Secretary of
State, and then came the procession to the Portico into
St Peter's, during which Their Majesties were loudly
cheered by students of the Spanish College.
Such is a description of the visit of the King of Spain
thirteen years before the appalling Spanish civil war.   In
his address to the Pope, the King had pointed out how
Spain hoped for the protection of Spanish interests and the
Spanish position in Palestine,  how Spain hoped for a
special predilection when the interests of nations clash.
The King referred to the nominations of Spanish bishops
and suggested that there might be some more cardinals
for South America, laying stress on the union of all people
of Spanish origin on both sides of the ocean.   He com-
plained also that no Spaniards were able to be officers in
the Pope's Noble Guard.
This privilege had always been held only by noblemen
of the States of the Church. In 1913, however, Pope
Pius X opened this regiment to other Italian Catholics of
Noble birth, and in 1914 to Catholics of other nations